
Name: Brian C. Bunger 
Title: District Counsel  
Organization: Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
City, State/Province: San Francisco, CA 
Join date: 2003  
Section/Chapter: Golden West Section  
 
Education and professional credentials: 

o Hastings College of the Law, San Francisco, CA Juris Doctor  •  1989  •  Member 
and Note Editor, Hastings Jaw Journal 

o University of California,  Berkeley, CA 
Bachelor of Arts, with High Honors, Political Science  •  1985 

o State Bar of California  •  Admitted 1989  •  Member, sections on Environment, 
Public Law, Litigation 

 
Biographical summary: 

Brian C. Bunger is the District Counsel for the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District.  As the Air District’s chief legal officer, Mr. Bunger is the principal 
manager for all legal affairs of the Bay Area AQMD, including litigation, legal 
aspects of enforcement actions pursued by the Air District, contracts review and 
negotiations, providing counseling on regulatory and administrative law issues, 
and acting as Counsel to the Air District’s Executive Officer, Board of Directors, 
and Advisory Council.  Mr. Bunger also works with Air District leadership and 
staff on policy and strategy development. 
 
Mr. Bunger joined the Air District in 2000 as the District’s Senior Assistant 
Counsel and was appointed its District Counsel by the Board of Directors in 
2002.  Mr. Bunger manages a team of eight attorneys practicing in all areas of 
law affecting the Air District’s operations, and three non-attorney staff resolving 
enforcement cases on behalf of the Air District. He also manages staff handling 
the public records request response function for the Air District. 
 
Mr. Bunger is also General Counsel and a Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Bay Area Clean Air Foundation, and a Member of the Board of Directors and 
a Vice President of the Air and Waste Management Association.  From Fall 2004 
through 2006, Mr. Bunger was the Chair of the Attorneys’ Committee of the 
California Air Pollution Control Officers Association.   

Prior to joining the Air District, Mr. Bunger was in private practice in San 
Francisco, handling a broad range of environmental counseling and litigation 
matters.   

 
Mr. Bunger holds a Bachelor of Arts, with High Honors, from the University of 
California, Berkeley, and a Juris Doctorate from the University of California, 
Hastings College of the Law.  Mr. Bunger has been a member of the California 
Bar since 1989. 

 
In his spare time, Mr. Bunger pursues many hobbies and activities, including sailing, 
music, photography, machining, and wood working.  Mr. Bunger’s primary engineering 
experience came at the throttle of an oil-fired steam locomotive.  Mr. Bunger lives in 



Alameda, California with his wife Sherri, their three children, and one entitled rescue 
dog. 

A&WMA activities and offices held: 
 Member, Board of Directors, 2018-present 
 Vice President, 2019-present 
 Chair, Finance Committee, 2019-present 
 Assisted with planning the Wildfires and Public Health Conference 
 Assisting with planning Bracing for Climate Change Conference 
 Participating in Local Host Committee planning for ACE 2020 – San Francisco 

 
Goals/vision for the organization: 

Since well before any of us began our careers in air quality and waste 
management, the A&WMA has provided an important meeting place and neutral 
forum for professionals to learn from each other, exchange ideas, and 
collaborate on solutions to environmental issues.  Today, with the myriad of 
issues and challenges we face in an increasingly polarized public sphere, the 
neutral forum provided by the A&WMA is more critical than ever.  It is our duty as 
members and leaders of the organization to ensure that the A&WMA remains a 
valued resource for environmental professionals.  As President-Elect and 
President, I would focus on three essential areas to accomplish the goal of 
maintaining and enhancing the Association’s standing.  First, I would work to 
maintain and grow a robust and active membership. Second, I would focus our 
efforts on providing timely, topical and high-quality programming.  Third, I would 
ensure that we are taking appropriate actions to ensure that the A&WMA remains 
on a solid financial footing. 

 
Membership 
As many of us know, membership has been declining in recent years.  It is 
crucial that we address this issue.  There are two aspects of this problem that 
should be addressed – we must retain our existing members and we must grow 
our membership. 

   
At present, a great deal of effort is applied to engaging with lapsed members to 
get them to renew.  To the extent that departing members are not intentionally 
leaving the Association, I think we can apply technology solutions to make 
renewal easier. As just one example of a possible solution, many organizations 
employ an automatic renewal or “opt-out” model and we should explore the 
feasibility of that approach.  To the extent that members are resigning from the 
Association, we must determine the causes of those departures and address 
them appropriately. 

 
In order to grow the Association, we need to reach new audiences – just like a 
business seeking new customers.  Each of our thousands of members gets 
something from the Association.  But there are many more people who could.  Air 
quality and waste issues touch the work of many more people than those who 
are professionally focused on air quality or waste management.  Professionals 
working in public involvement and participation, public health, urban planning, 
risk management and insurance, and myriad other professions and disciplines 
are involved in dealing with the same issues our members are addressing.  Many 



professionals in these areas would find value in the conversations we lead as 
members, and we would each find value in their participation. 

 
One of the ways we can reach new audiences and potential new members is to 
develop programming – conferences and webinars – that touch on these areas of 
shared interest.  For example, the Wildfires and Public Health conference was 
explicitly aimed at addressing the concerns of land managers and public health 
officials around wildfires.  As a result, in addition to attracting our traditional air 
quality professionals, the conference attracted professionals in each of these 
disciplines as speakers and attendees.  As we develop programming, we need to 
be considering these convergences and plan content to appeal to the broader 
audience.  This is also an area in which developing and fostering relationships 
with other organizations with similar interests to our members and partnering on 
programming can be fruitful. 

 
Programming 
We need to continue to add member value with quality programming.  We should 
build on our success in recent years by updating and improving our process for 
planning conferences and webinars and attracting quality speakers.  Technical 
Council volunteers and members from academia remain vital to making our 
programming work.  Successful ideas for conferences, workshops and webinars 
also come to us from our vibrant Sections and Chapters which continue to 
develop timely content for their members.  Drawing on all these inputs, 
maintaining our systems approach to content development, and tweaking our 
approaches to move from concept to conference is likely to pay high dividends. 

 
Although the competition for attention in the marketplace for webinars is fierce, 
we have recently found significant success with some of our programming.  I 
believe that when we discover developing issues and move quickly to identify 
speakers and get the session scheduled, we can compete with any other 
provider clamoring for attendees.  An excellent example of this is the recent 
webinar on Living with PFAS.  We had 53 sites registered for the program and 
more than 120 participants!  If we can develop a handful of webinars like this 
every year -- topical and timely -- and get them online, we can succeed in this 
space. 

 
Financial Stability 
An important aspect of my vision for the Association is that it be placed on a firm 
and sustainable financial foundation.  From my first moments on the Board of 
Directors, I have been focused on this issue.  I came to the Board with an 
understanding of the financial peril in which the Association found itself only a 
few years ago.  I immediately sought a place on the Finance Committee and 
worked to understand the Association’s finances and contribute where I could to 
the discussion and decision-making.  I was and am honored that this year my 
Board colleagues elected me one of the Vice Presidents of the Association and 
made me Chair of the Finance Committee.   

 
Over the past few years, the Association has been returned to stability, thanks in no 
small part to the efforts of our Executive Director.  However, it is critical to remember 
where our Association was financially in the recent past and to pay close attention to 
how quickly things can change for the worst.  Over the past several years, the Board of 



Directors has worked with our Executive Director to control costs, invest fund balances 
appropriately, and ensure that we are getting the best return we can on our investments 
of time and resources in publications and programs (online and in person).  I would 
focus efforts on ensuring that we are building and maintaining appropriate reserves and 
following best practices for organizations like the A&WMA with respect to investments 
and fund balances. 

 


