
Welcome to my first contribution to the Conduit 
as the Sections and Chapters Council Chair.  
Those of you reading this are likely a diverse audi-
ence – some may have been in A&WMA leader-
ship positions a long time and some may be new.  
Thus, I thought I would devote the majority of this 
space to explaining the purpose of the Sections 
and Chapter Council (Council), the Conduit, and 
how we intersect with your role as a leader in 
your Chapter and Section.  This is good back-
ground information for folks new to these roles 
and hopefully, a nice refresher for others. 

The Sections and Chapters Council exists to rep-
resent the issues, concerns, and benefits provided by the local Sections and 
Chapters to A&WMA Headquarters.  Also, Council events serve as opportu-
nities to raise issues and share best practices among each other.  To further the 
mission of the Council and facilitate communication we are engaged in vari-
ous activities, such as: 

• Training webinars on various subjects of interest that we have awkwardly
named Periodic On-line Sharing Sessions (POSS);

• Annual report process – due March 31st, which leads to Section and
Chapter awards;

• Training for you and other local unit leaders at Leadership Training
Academy in Pittsburgh over an April weekend

• The distribution of Membership Performance Recognition Awards in
Spring; and

• Three in person meetings a year – January, June and Fall.  We hope to
have at least one member from each Section and Chapter attend these meet-
ings.  Please check to see who has attended lately from your Section or Chap-
ter and encourage participation.

Our Council activities and communications are focused on the leaders in the 
Sections and Chapters – Chair, Vice-chair, committee chair, etc. for the bene-
fit of the general membership of the local unit. Are you wondering about an 

Operations Manual for your Board?  Are you looking for ideas for local programming?  Do you need to reinvig-
orate your volunteer efforts?  Did Headquarters change a membership renewal process that conflicts with your 
local membership drive efforts?  These and similar types of question can be addressed through contacting and 
interfacing with the Council.  Generally, if you have an issue, there is likely another Section or Chapter that has 
experienced the same or a similar issue.  The Council provides that forum to find that other Section and Chapter 
that has those similar experiences as well as their solutions. 

The Conduit is one of the communication tools of the Council.  You are receiving this issue because you have been 
identified as a leader for your Section or Chapter through the completion of the annual report or because of some 
other supplemental communication to A&WMA headquarters on your local unit leadership.   The articles in this 
issue of Conduit are meant to keep you informed on past and future Council and A&WMA headquarter activ-ities 
that may be of interest to you, your leadership team, and your membership.  The information in the Conduit is 
intended to be shared with your local leadership team.  Part of your role as a leader of a Section or Chapter is to 
avail yourself and your local unit to the resources that are available through the Council.  For example, ensure that 
your leadership team is aware of the Conduit. You may identify someone on your leadership team that may benefit 
from attending the Leadership Training Academy.  We also hope to have you contribute to our activities with your 

energy and ideas.  For example, you may hate the acronym POSS and have a much better name!  We would  
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Chair Message (continued from page 1) 

love to have your participation and thoughts on how to improve the A&WMA member experience for everyone. 

If you’re interested in more information on the Council, I will be presenting on that as well as the other topics at 
the Leadership Training Academy in April.  Has it been over a year since someone from your Section or Chapter 
attended Leadership Training Academy?  If so, please encourage someone from your Section or Chapter to at-
tend; sign up is available at www.awma.org/LTA . 

In addition to the Leadership Training Academy in April, I want to encourage you to ensure that your Annual 
Reports get completed by March 31st!  We have a brand new system this year and the report must be completed 
by one person at the same computer – please bear that in mind!  We did have a POSS on completing the annual 

report on February 20, 2019.  That training can be accessed at https://www.awma.org/annualreport. 

In addition to the ACE in June, please check out the other great training opportunities on the A&WMA home 
page.  Don’t miss out on these training opportunities and be sure to share them with others that may be interested. 

On behalf of the Council and the Association, I want to thank you for all the time and energy you invest in 
A&WMA as a volunteer leader.  Thank you for your volunteer efforts and keep up the great work!  I hope to see 
you at a Council event soon! 

Jim Walker 
Chair, Sections & Chapters Council 

2019 S&C Council ACE Meeting 

Quebec City 

Hilton Quebec 
1100 Rene Levesque East 
Quebec City, QC  Canada  G1R 4P3  
Call the hotel at 418.647.2411 
Standard $229 CAD; Deluxe $249 CAD 
Book your room at the Hilton 

Hotel Le Concorde 
1225 Cours du General-de Montcalm 
Quebec City, QC G1R 4W6, Canada 
Phone: 1.800.463.5256; 418.647.2222 
$179 CAD Single; $204 CAD Double (breakfast included) 
Book your room at the Hotel Le Concorde (In the box GROUP CODE, enter 619941) When calling the 
reservation line, please mention ACE 2019 Par CCQand the folio number 487391 to get the 
A&WMA group block rate.  

Schedule of Events  
Monday, June 24, 2019 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Council Meetings (Education Council, Sections & Chapters Council, Technical 
Council, and Young Professionals Advisory Council) 

Upcoming S&C Events 

April 12-14, 2019 Annual Leadership Training Academy (Pittsburgh, PA) 

June  24, 2019 Sections & Chapters Council meeting (Quebec City)

Fall 2019 Annual Fall Sections & Chapters Council Meeting  

http://www.awma.org/LTA
https://www.awma.org/annualreport
https://book.passkey.com/event/49607880/owner/22761/home
https://www.hotelleconcordequebec.com/
https://www.hotelleconcordequebec.com/en/booknow#/room
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2019 Leadership Training Academy (LTA) 
April 12-14, 2019  

Make plans now to ensure your section or chapter sends a representative. 

Save the dates for a great weekend in Pittsburgh and get the tools needed to run your section, increase 
membership, and network with other leaders. The training will be held at the Westin Convention Cen-
ter. While in Pittsburgh, attendees will visit the Koppers Building, new home of A&WMA headquar-
ters. Rooms will be available at The Westin for $149 per night. The cost will be $400 per attendee and 
includes the workshop, networking, meals, and social events.  Visit www.awma.org/LTA for details. 
Registration is now open!  

This program was created exclusively for our volunteers to strengthen your leadership skills, give you ideas that 
can be implemented within your local member units committees, councils and boards, and provide you with 
outstanding networking opportunities. Nearly all of our current board members and committee chairs started 
their commitment to A&WMA with the Leadership Training Academy. This will be your connection to excit-
ing ideas, essential tools, and exceptional people. Learn how A&WMA operates, how you can become a bet-
ter leader, and best practices from other sections and chapters.  

Your registration fee will cover all training sessions and materials, and food and beverages including Friday 
lunch, reception, and dinner, all three meals on Saturday, and breakfast on Sunday morning. You will have plen-
ty of time to network with other members and see some of the sights of Pittsburgh.  

Make your plans to ensure a representative (or two!) from your section or chapter can attend this excep-
tional workshop.   

Things to Consider When Planning For ACE: 

• Registration is open!! Register Here.

• It is required to have a valid passport or visa to travel into Canada and is the responsibility of all

attendees to obtain the necessary documents in advance.

• Fête nationale du Québec is a national holiday in Quebec and is celebrated the day prior to the

conference (June 24th). Make travel arrangements early.

Did You Know… 
A&WMA has 2 full sets of Environmental Education Lessons? 

~one set focused on Air Quality ~ one set focused on NonPoint Source Water Pollution 

You can find the lessons at the A&WMA on-line store. Visit AWMA.org/store and select Education 
Materials from the menu on the left.

http://www.awma.org/LTA
https://www.awma.org/ace2019registration
AWMA.org/store
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2018 Annual Reports Due March 31, 2019 

The Annual Report is your chance to tell the Sections & Chapters Council and the rest of the Associa-
tion about all of the great things you have been doing for your members, the environmental profession, 
and the community.  

We have a new, user-friendly format this year!  If you missed the POSS on how to use the new format, 
you can view it at the Annual Report link mentioned below. 

The site is now live and accepting your 2018 reports, which are due March 31, 2019. Only timely sub-
missions can be considered for the Minasian and Chapter Cup Awards, which will be conferred at the 
Annual Conference in Quebec City in June. And, not that we ever anticipate getting late reports, but we 
still want your submissions even if you can’t quite make the March 31 deadline. 

Before you get started, please review the instructions below and gather all of the information in the 
checklist before you start the process online. Choose ONE person designated to enter the infor-
mation into the survey.  This person will be able to go back and add or change responses at a later date 
and the information will be saved, but it will have to be done from the same IP address (both computer 
and browser) that started the survey.  Please do not start a second survey for your section or chapter.  

All the details and link to prepare the Annual Report can be found at https://www.awma.org/
annualreport. Don’t miss your chance to tell us everything your Section / Chapter did in 2018! 

Upcoming Conferences and Webinars 

For more information on upcoming events please visit: https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp. 

April 1-4, 2019 Air Quality Measurement Methods and Technology Conference 

April 9, 2019 Webinar: TCE Short-Term Vapor Intrusion Risks 

April 12-14, 2019 Leadership Training Academy 

April 23-24, 2019 Midwest Section Compliance Conference 

May 1, 2019 Webinar Series: All About CEMS Part 1 

May 2, 2019 Webinar Series: All About CEMS Part 2 

May 7, 2019 Webinar: Sensor Deployment Platforms for Smart Cities 

May 28– 29, 2019 CPANS Conference & AGM 

June 25- 28, 2019 ACE 2019 

October 2–3, 2019 
37th International Conference on Thermal Treatment Technologies 
and Hazardous Waste Combustors (IT3)  

October 23– 24, 2019 Freight & Environment: Ports of Entry Conference 

https://www.awma.org/annualreport
https://www.awma.org/annualreport
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/1/2019&eventid=73
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/9/2019&eventid=101
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/12/2019&eventid=78
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/23/2019&eventid=90
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/1/2019&eventid=102
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/2/2019&eventid=103
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/7/2019&eventid=104
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/28/2019&eventid=98
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=6/25/2019&eventid=53
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/2/2019&eventid=84
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/2/2019&eventid=84
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/23/2019&eventid=69
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Conference of the Parties 
Looking Ahead to COP25 

 
 
During the March 1, 2019, Air & Waste Management Association (A&WMA) Board meeting, a motion was pro-
posed by Chris Nelson, 2018 President, to support continued maintenance of A&WMA’s Observer status at the 
Conference of Parties (COP) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  On behalf 
of A&WMA, Mike Debusschere and Michele Gehring attended COP24 in Poland, providing updates back to 
A&WMA membership. To read these blogs, please see https://www.awma.org/blog_home.asp.  Although 
A&WMA members had attended the COP UNFCCC events before, this was the first time that A&WMA sent del-
egates to specifically represent the Association.  As a follow-up to our COP24 participation, Chris led a committee 
that concluded that this activity was consistent with the mission of A&WMA, provided value to our membership, 
and raised the stature of the Association.  The motion he proposed was unanimously passed and A&WMA will 
continue to send at least two observers to future COP meetings.  In December 2019, COP25 is scheduled to take 
place in Santiago, Chile. 
 
Although Mike Debusschere and Michele Gehring were official A&WMA observers and put a great deal of time 
and effort into the blogs they provided, the Association did not provide them with any financial support.  Current-
ly, there are no plans to provide direct financial assistance to the delegates, as the A&WMA budget is very tight 
and dependent upon the successful outcome of annual major events.  The Association is grateful that they were 
willing to absorb these significant costs of international travel on their own.  However, we believe it is appropriate 
that some of the costs that they absorb be defrayed.   
 
Board members thought there may be Sections or Chapters that found value in A&WMA participation in the COP 
meetings and would contribute money to defray attendee costs.  Many of these Sections and Chapters are in simi-
lar budget situations as our parent A&WMA organization and cannot afford to provide this support.  This is under-
stood and we always appreciate feedback on the value you find in activities that A&WMA undertakes.  Sections 
and Chapters that have a significant positive financial balance may contribute to a fund that supports the travel of 
A&WMA observers to the COP UNFCCC.  These trips cost thousands of dollars, so a contribution amount of 
$500 is suggested but whatever amount that is appropriate for your Section or Chapter would be very helpful and 
appreciated.    In order to provide proper planning for this year’s event, please consider asking your Board about 
this funding request and responding back to Chris Nelson at cnelson@mmm.com by April 15, 2019.  Thank you 
for your time and your consideration to this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jim. Walker 
Sections and Chapters Council Chair 

 

 

https://www.awma.org/blog_home.asp
mailto:cnelson@mmm.com
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 

Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

 

Sections & Chapters Council 2019 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Jennifer Tullier 
(JTullier@spiritenv.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success sto-
ries.  Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

2019 S&C Council Intercouncil Meeting 
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